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the readers of Young Mia for careful study and shall be pleased
to publish any criticism that Indian financiers may care to offer.
Young India, 23-8-1928
236.   ALL EYES ON LUCKNOW
The Nehru Committee report has rightly attracted universal
attention. All the leading Indians who have spoken upon it
have blessed it. The critics have been obliged to write about it with
marked restraint and often involuntary admiration. It has set
everyone thinking.
All eyes are naturally therefore centred on Lucknow where
Dr. Ansari has invited the All-Parties Conference to meet. A
report that has compelled such attention is bound to draw a
large and representative gathering.
What will the Conference do ? It will be easy enough to ren-
der the proceedings of the Conference nugatory and reduce to
nothingness the labours of the Nehru Committee. Mussalmans
may destroy the great edifice built by patient effort on the ground
that they have not got all they wanted. Hindus may vow never to
yield an inch and thus make an advance impossible. Political
theorists may pick big holes in the report. But they will all be
wrong if they approach the report from their individual stand-
points. We shall not easily get again anything so good as the
report bearing the representative signatures it does.
Let all therefore approach the report from only one stand-
point, i.e., the national. There is room enough under the
constitution devised by the Committee for all to rise to their full
height. Every legitimate interest has its protection guaranteed
if it has enough vitality in itself for expansion. The franchise is the
broadest possible.
Of course the impatient extremist will be dissatisfied. Let him
know that the report represents the largest common measure pos-
sible for parties often representing opposite views. It will be
anti-national to resist to the breaking point what is offered by
this representative report.
Apart however from the standpoint of expediency, I venture
to suggest that the report satisfies all reasonable aspirations and is
quite capable of standing on its own intrinsic merits. All therefore
that is needed to put the finishing touch to the work of the
Nehru Committee is a little forbearance, a little mutual respect,